
2017 MWBC Ballot 
5-3 year terms and 2-1 year term available 
Please select up to 7 or add a write in vote 

  
Voter #1                                                     Voter #2* 
                                                                                            
  
              Rusty O’Brian     
 
              Linda Miller    
 
              Alan Evans    
 
           Geneva Burleson          
  
                       Jason Thompson          
 
          Clyde Evans         
 
          Tammy McConnell        
 
          Jessica Thompson        
 
         ___________________________        ___________________________ 
 
 *The “Voter #2” column is for households where both spouses are corporate members and each has a vote.   Feel free to 
make a copy of this ballot if preferred.  
 
Voter #1                  Voter #2 
 
 
Name: ___________________________________Name: _____________________________________ 
 
 Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Voter #1 Phone: ________________________Voter #2 Phone (if different):________________________ 
 
Voter #1 e-mail: _________________________Voter #2 email (if different):________________________ 
 
If you are not able to attend on Sept. 30, please complete this ballot and return it to:  
  
MWBC Ballot  
1500 1st Ave NW  
Cedar Rapids, IA  52405  
Email to: wmtricia@aol.com  
  
Ballots must be received by Friday, October 20 or returned at the annual meeting in order to be counted.  You 
must be a current Corporation Member for the vote to be valid.   
If your membership is not up to date, or you just want to renew early for next year, you may include a check with your 
ballot. 
Membership Categories: 
Individual— $20.00 per year 
Couples — $30.00 per year 
Life — Onetime $200.00 contribution 
  

mailto:wmtricia@aol.com


Board Nominees 
*currently serving on the board and up for re-election 

  
Rusty O’Brian*   Central Church of Christ, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Rusty was born and raised in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He attended church camp at the LDYC as a member of the Four 
Square Youth group and fell in love with the place. Rusty and his wife Brenda have been married for 22 years and have 
two children, Dalton and Gracie.   The O’Brians met while attending college in Cedar Rapids and moved to Omaha, 
Nebraska in 1993 where they became members of the Church of Christ there. Together they were baptized in 1995 by 
Curt Sparks. Upon returning to Cedar Rapids in 1997 they began to worship at the Central Church of Christ, where they 
still attend. In 2001 Rusty began serving as a deacon of the Caring Ministry and served in that role until the end of 2012.  
He became reacquainted with MWBC in 2008 when his son Dalton attended Junior Week for the first time. He began 
serving as a cook that year and has been a cook at Junior Week every year since.  Rusty is finishing up his first three year 
term on the board and would be honored to be re-elected to serve another term.   

Linda Miller   Osceola Church of Christ, Osceola, IA 

Linda is a member of the Osceola church of Christ. She has been married to her husband Phil for 44 years.  They have 4 
grown children, 7 grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild.  Linda is retired and now enjoys sewing in her home. Linda 
says,“I feel it’s important to have a place to teach children the truth and a place they can find refuge from the world and 
have good clean fun.” 

Alan Evans   Muscatine Church of Christ, Muscatine, IA 
Alan thanks you for the opportunity to be considered to serve on the camp board.  He is a lifelong native of Iowa, currently 
residing in Muscatine.  Alan’s first year of MWBC was as a tag along (now called phantom) at the age of 6 in 1978.  He 
has been involved with camp as a camper, C.I.T., lifeguard, counselor, and teacher for most of the years since that first 
one almost 40 years ago.  He has many great memories of his time spent at camp.  Alan attended Harding University 
where he earned a B.S. in biology, and the University of Iowa where he earned a D.D.S. Alan is now in his 18th year as a 
general dentist in Muscatine.  Alan has been blessed to serve his local congregation as a deacon for the past few years.  
Most of his free time is spent with his wonderful wife and three children.  Alan says he loves enjoying God's creation and 
spending time outdoors hunting and fishing.  One of the areas he feels God uses him is in calling on his personal 
experiences to help believers see that God desires more from His children.  Aland feels God has helped him to make 
amazing changes in his life and renewed in him a desire for a life with Him at the center.  He believes there is a tragic loss 
on this in American churches today, especially with our youth.  He believes MWBC is a great source of renewal and 
opportunity to bring young people back to God or in some cases to God for the first time. 

Geneva Burleson  Avenue of the Saints Church of Christ, Clear Lake, IA 
Geneva Burleson is a Christian wife and Mother of 5 children, as well as an acting mother to one more special son who 
they claim as theirs.  She is a Nana to 14 grandchildren with 3 more on the way, and countless others who refer to her as 
that.  Geneva and her husband Dale live in Clear Lake and are so blessed to have nearly all the family very close.  For the 
past 16 years she has worked at a local CPA firm with two of her children as their Office Manager and Billing Supervisor. 
She has been involved with MWBC for over 30 years, filling positions such as teacher, counselor, nurse, secretary, 
kitchen help, and Nana.  She wants her grandchildren, great grandchildren and so on to be able to grow in God and make 
great memories at MWBC like the generations before have been able to do.  Geneva says that if she can be of help by 
serving on the Board at this time, she would like to do so. 

Jason Thompson*  Center Point Road Church of Christ, Marion IA 
Jason and his wife Jessica make their home in Vinton, Iowa. They attend the Center Point Road Church of Christ, which 
is the congregation that Jason grew up in. Jason served previously on the Board of Directors from 2008-2013, and again 
from 2015-2017. During this time, he has served in his current position as president for a total of four years. Jason has 
worked with Special Week I from 2007 to 2016 mostly as a teacher.  He has also worked with Special Week Zero since 
2008 in a variety of roles, most recently Co-Director. Jason loves God and loves seeing kids grow to know Him better.  

Clyde Evans   Muscatine Church of Christ, Muscatine, IA 
Clyde and his wife Dr. Ruth Evans reside in Muscatine where he is an active elder at the Muscatine Church of Christ.  
Clyde has a doctorate in education and has worked in education as a teacher, administrator, and school board member 
for the past thirty-two years.  He has been blessed to remain physically and mentally active.  Clyde has worked at MWBC 
as a Bible class teacher for most of the last thirty plus years.  His wife has also served as a teacher and counselor.  He 
has served previous terms on the board.  Clyde and Ruth have five children and twelve grandchildren who have actively 
attended various weeks at MWBC as campers, and often as teachers, counselors, spiritual life leaders, and other staff 
positions. He places high priority on serving today’s youth and evangelistic efforts.  Clyde thanks you for consideration 
and looks forward to the opportunity to work with the Midwest board again. 



 

 

Tammy McConnell  Muscatine Church of Christ, Muscatine, IA 

Tammy was raised in Muscatine, Iowa.  She has been involved with MWBC since 1969 where she attended her first year 
of Junior Week as a camper.  She graduated from Harding University where she earned a Bachelor’s of Social Work 
degree.  Tammy spent about 8 years in California working at a church of Christ sponsored children’s home.  She currently 
works as a secretary in the Trust & Asset Management Department of a bank.  Many people know her twins Erica and 
Jonathan. Jonathan is starting his senior year at Oklahoma Christian University. Erica is currently attending the Disney 
College Program at Walt Disney World.  Tammy has always enjoyed working with kids of all ages.  She has staffed at 
Junior Week for the past eleven years and has served as a board member for the past three years.  She loves any time 
she can spend at camp or with fellow Christians around the area.  As an empty nester, Tammy feels she has had the right 
amount of time needed to dedicate to the board.   She welcomes the chance to help shape the future of MWBC and its 
campers. 

Jessica Thompson  Center Point Road Church of Christ, Marion, IA 

Jessica appreciates the chance to be considered as a member of the camp board.  Jessica and her husband have been 
involved with MWBC for over 10 years now.  Her first year was at Special week I, and each year after that she has served 
at Special Week Zero in various roles including kitchen staff and camp nurse.  She has learned a lot each year she has 
spent at camp and hopes to continue to be able to spend time there each summer for many years to come.  Jessica has 
been a nurse for 17 years and has worked in various specialty areas, her most recent being in a busy family practice 
office.  In her free time, she enjoys reading, listening to music and just spending time with her family.  She has been 
married for 10 years and has 3 wonderful children.  Jessica was not brought up in the church.  Her youth was spent in 
various different denominations (wherever her parents decided they wanted to be at the time) and by the time she was out 
of high school, she really had no idea what she believed in anymore and fell away from God for a time.  It wasn't until she 
met her husband and started attending church with him while they were dating, that she truly began to understand what it 
meant to be part of the church.  Jessica continues to learn new things every day and understands the Word more as time 
goes on. She says, “I love seeing the kids at camp each year as they begin to understand for themselves what it means 
and feels like to be a child of God.  It's a pretty amazing thing to experience!” She thanks you as you consider her for a 
member of the board. 

 
Continuing on the Board 

Dana Brant (Clear Lake), Dale Burleson (Clear Lake), Tricia Miller (Cedar Rapids), Justin Milliken (Harlan), Dan McCann (Cedar 
Rapids), Doug Kruse (Des Moines), Melissa Ressler (Cedar Rapids), Nikki Bahler (Clear Lake), Jamie Bosten 

 
 
 
 

President’s Letter 
 

Another camping year is done, and in the record books. We are grateful for another year of growth for the children we 

serve, and another year of fine staff serving, learning, and growing along with them. It is always encouraging to see the 

ways God works through us when we allow ourselves to be His servants. My deepest gratitude goes out to everyone who 

helped make this year a successful one. To staff who served, to campers who came, to parents who entrusted their 

children to us and to people behind the scenes supporting it all, thank you! 

 

We certainly look forward to our corporate meeting. It is a good time for sharing thoughts, for reflecting on the past year, 

and for kicking off plans for the new year. It is a good time for renewing friendships. With the return of the Fall Retreat, I 

think it will also be a good weekend for worshipping God and renewing our faith in Him.  

 

In His Service, 

Jason Thompson 


